

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 13th August 2024 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), L Deprieelle,  M Wright, G Lock and C Wolfenden 
In Attendance:  Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) and Cllr M Squires (Devon County Council)
	82

	Apologies 
No apologies received.

	83
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
Cllr Somerwill declared an interest in a payment being made to her in item 75. 

	84
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 15th May 2024, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairman.

	85
	Public Period 

No public present 

	86
	Community Engagement

All felt that the Bugle was a good form of communicating items to the public. It was further agreed that a WhatsApp group would be set between members and the clerk to improve communications. The noticeboard is a good means of communication, but should be restricted to local events, and a time limit may need to be imposed. It should not be used be used to promote businesses.

	87
	County and District Reports
 Cllr Squires informed the meeting that traditionally August was a quiet month at county council level. She had however met with members and Steve Tucker, our highways officer to discuss ongoing drainage. Some issues have already been dealt with. The road surface in the area around the church had failed, and will be redone. It was noted that a 20mph sign at the bottom of the village had been damaged. Cllr Squires would provide  funding for the repair to a gate by Joan’s Orchard as it was felt that it did not come under the provision of Rights of Way

	88
	Accounts for Payment and Payment Process
 Following accounts were ratified for payment: Zurich Insurance £219.40 and A Somerwill £175.00. At the 12th September the main account stood at £13,585.11 and the investment account £2,405.15.

	89
	Internal Audit

Mr Knowles, our internal auditor had given a no issues audit. The Exemption Certificate had been sent to the External Auditor, and receipt acknowledged.

	90
	Planning 
No planning to deal with for this meeting 

	91
	Joan’s   Orchard
Two out of the three owners had now been contacted.

	92
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
It was agreed that the council would join the Community Rod Warden Scheme. It should be noted that whilst small potholes can be repaired under this scheme, it is for those below the County repair criteria, and such works must be agreed by our Highway Officer in advance. The lead warden will need to undertake Chapter 8 training prior to any works being scheduled.

	93
	Correspondence 

Request for funding for the Harvest Home. Agreed to provide £200 for the provision of food providing publicity stated that this was being provided by the parish council.

	94
	Grants

The clerk agreed to circulate a grants form used by another council as a guide to how a form should be put together, It was agreed to provide a grant of £43 to the local history group. 

	95
	Issue of Chairman, Chairperson or chair.
The clerk explained that the Local Government Act of 1972 referred only to the position of chairman, and that such title applied to both men and women. He would look into the possibility of whether other titles could be used, but felt that chairman was what the Act stated. Any changes would need a motion outlining this to be legal. 

	96
	Closing of Meeting 

The chairman declared the business of the council closed at 7.10pm


	97
	Next Meeting : Tuesday 8th October 2024 at 6pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

