

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON0
Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 30th July 2019 commencing at 7pm

Present: Mr D Harrison (retiring Chairman), Cllr B Deed, Cllr M Squires and Cllr P Colthorpe

In attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (acting Clerk) and 18 member of the public
1. Election of Chairman

The meeting was opened by Mr D Harrison the retiring chairman of the Council. He called for nominations for chairman. Cllr Deed was proposed by Cllr Squires; seconded by Cllr Colthorpe. There were no other nominations; therefore Cllr Deed was elected. He then signed his declaration of acceptance of office. 

Cllr Deed explained that as no members of the public had come forward to fill the five positions on the parish council three district councillors and one county councillor had been appointed by the MDDC Monitoring Officer to those positions until the future of the council could be determined. He also explained that because more than 35 days had elapsed since the election period the positions would need to be applied for, and in the event of there being more than five candidates an election by ballot would need to take place

The chairman introduced Mr John Vanderwolfe, who is the Town Clerk of Tiverton. In the absence of any elected members or staff he had prepared the accounts and other end of year documents which were being produced this evening. 

2. The Annual Governance Statement 
It was resolved to accept this document

3. Accounting Statement for Year Ending 31st March 2019
The Town Clerk presented the accounts which were adopted as a true record
4. Internal Auditor’s Report 

The accounts had been audited by Cllr Gerald Luxton, who is both a town and district councillor. He had found the accounts to be in order.
5. Certificate of Exemption 

Mr Vanderwolfe explained that a council that can certify that during that year neither the income or expenditure had exceeded £25,000 does not have to have a limited assurance review or be subject to an annual governance and accountability return to the external auditor. He went on to state that income had been £3,513 and expenditure £2,311. Because of the time restraints under the auditing requirements the form had in fact, with the sanction of the chairman, ben forwarded to PKF Littlejohn on the 27th June. The meeting endorsed this action. 
6. Financial Update
The present balance of funds stood at £16,385.03

7. Administration of the Council 

The chairman asked if anyone present would be willing to serve on the council and explained that they would need to be nominated and apply through the district council. A number of people stated that they would be willing to put their names forward, and were therefore provided with the necessary forms. The general opinion seemed to be that they were unaware of the election or of the problems in obtaining the required five members. Nomination papers must be delivered to the Returning officer no later than 4pm on Thursday 15th August 2019. If contested the poll will take place on Thursday 12th September 2019
8. Accounts for payment: Resolved to pay an account to Mr J Vanderwolfe of £88.
9. Open Forum

Two members of the public stated that they felt that MDDC did not take much notice of the views of villagers as far as planning went. Cllr Colthorpe explained that there had to be good materials reasons to refuse a planning application and even conditions imposed when an application was granted had to pass the justification test. If a planning application is turned down an applicant has the right to appeal to the Secretary of State against the decision of the planning authority, and if they succeed costs can be awarded against the authority.  It was agreed tht training would be arranged for the new councillors so that they had a good understanding of the planning system. 
There was a question regarding the duties and powers of the parish council. Mr Vanderwolfe replied that there were actually very few duties, however the scope of the powers was vast, and many town and parish councils were making a big positive difference to their local community. 

10. Next Meeting: Wednesday 3rd September 2019 at 7pm unless an election is called for when the meeting date will be after the 12th September. 

